
"Unified"
Acts 2:42-47

Unity in our devotion to knowing and obeying Jesus (42a)
The Holy Spirit came upon the believers in Jerusalem and gave them power to share the Gospel and 

call people to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. Thousands were saved, and the church of Jesus Christ 
was born! They didn't have a church manual to give them instructions on what to do. They did, however, have 
the words of Jesus that He had shared with the Apostles, so they devoted themselves to learning about Jesus 
from the Apostles. This was important because if Jesus was Lord in their lives, then that meant that they were 
to obey Jesus in their lives. If they were to obey Jesus in their lives, then that meant that they needed to know 
all that Jesus had said and commanded them to do. The only way to know Jesus more in order to obey Jesus 
as Lord was to listen to and to learn from the Apostles since they were the ones who had walked and talked 
with Jesus. The Holy Spirit unified their hearts in a devotion to know and to obey Jesus, and together that's 
what they did.
1. Read John 14:15-21. What does Jesus say is an important proof of our love for Him? How do the truths 

about the Holy Spirit in verses 16-17 connect to this expectation of obedience in our lives?
2. Read John 17:15-19. What does it mean to sanctify or to be sanctified by something? Jesus prays for this 

sanctifying work to be accomplished in the lives of His disciples through what?
3. Knowing what Jesus said, how would you rank your individual devotion to knowing and obeying His Word 

in your life (from very low to very high)? Why?
4. What value is there in joining with others to know and obey Jesus through studying His Word?

Unity in our devotion to loving and caring for each other (42b, 44-45)
They also devoted themselves to fellowship. In the language of the New Testament, this type of 

fellowship means more than just hanging out and enjoying each other's company. This type of fellowship 
means to participate or to partner in something. This word for fellowship is also used for contributing to or 
making a contribution to something in a financial sense. In other words, the believers were not just friends, but 
they were partners, participating together in something special, contributing and giving to the mission and work 
of Jesus that they had been called to. Verses 44-45 point to this picture of special fellowship in the early 
church. They came together and supported each other so that God would be glorified in their fellowship and 
the Gospel would be seen in their love for one another. At the heart of Christian fellowship is that the believers 
were all together. They were unified in their faith in and mission of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
1. Read John 17:20-23. What is the primary thing in the life of His disciples that Jesus prays for? Connect this 

to what we see the Holy Spirit produce in the lives of the believers in this passage in Acts.
2. While our situation in the United States is different than these believers in Jerusalem in the first century, 

how do we still see the need for this type of fellowship in the body of Christ as a whole in this world?
3. In what ways does your Connect Group reflect Gospel fellowship? What are some ways that the Holy Spirit 

may be calling you to love and care for each other?
4. Read John 17:21. What was the purpose of the unity that Jesus prayed for among His disciples? How do 

you see this prayer being answered in the early church in Acts? What about today?



Unity in our devotion to worshiping God in all of life (42c & d, 43, 46-47a)
They were also devoted to the breaking of bread and the prayers. The breaking of bread was probably 

tied to both the common meals that they shared together as the family of God as well as the Lord's Supper that 
they shared in remembrance of Jesus' death for their life. What matters is this: In everything they did, they 
were worshiping God! When they shared meals together, they did it with joy and thanksgiving in their hearts, 
praising and worshiping God. When they went about their lives day-by-day, they did it with awe in their hearts 
for God for all that He was doing in their lives. When they went to worship together, they did it in such a way 
that showed others their love for God rather than their self-righteousness in observing some religion. They 
worshiped God in all of life, everyday. They were unified in this, and because of their unity in worship, God 
gave them favor with all people. God used their unity in worship for His work in drawing people to Jesus Christ.
1. Imagine the picture of these early believers. It wasn't a church like FBC St. Francisville. It was groups of 

friends and families who lived together and around each other. They went to the temple daily, and met in 
their homes to fellowship and worship. Does your fellowship with other believers look like this today? 
What's different? What's the same? What's at the heart of this picture of fellowship?

2. Their style of worship was a lot different than our style of worship today. Can you imagine the prayers at the 
Jewish temple? Can you imagine the sermons and singing in their homes sitting on the floor and outside on 
the ground? What should this tell us or remind us of when it comes to worship style in the church today?

3. The heart of worship in the lives of these believers is seen in their understanding of what God had done for 
them in Jesus and being thankful for that! They had "awe," gladness and generosity, and "praise" in their 
hearts for all that God had done and was doing in their lives. Do you have these things in your heart today?

4. Share a testimony about what God is doing right now in your life.
5. Spend time listing all of the things in your lives that fill your hearts with gladness and praise.
6. Pray as a group, thanking God for all that He's done and all that He's doing in your lives. Pray for the Holy 

Spirit to lead you to worship God in all of life!

Unity in our devotion to the Gospel mission of Jesus (47b)
As the Holy Spirit filled the early church with devotion to love Jesus, to love each other, and to worship 

God in all of life, God used the church for a simple and powerful purpose: To advance the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Just as Jesus had prayed, the unity in the early church was a testimony to the truth of Jesus Christ, and 
God used their testimony to do His work of adding souls to His eternal Kingdom each-and-every day. God still 
works in the same way through the body of Christ today. When the body of Christ is unified, knowing and 
showing Jesus in their lives, God is at work using them to save the lost. When the body of Christ is unified, 
loving and caring for each other in a way that's lost in this sinful world, God is at work using them to save the 
lost. When the body of Christ is unified, worshiping God every day in every way that life is lived, God is at work 
using them to save the lost. When the body of Christ is unified in the Gospel mission of Christ, God is at work 
using them to save the lost in this world.
1. From this passage, who is clearly the One who is responsible and capable of doing the work of saving the 

lost? What is the implication of this for us in our mission work in this world?
2. What does this whole passage say about the real significance of unity in the church?
3. What are some things in our lives and in our church that fight against unity? When it comes things that fight 

against unity in our church, share with a pastor anything that your group identifies.
4. What are some ways that we can protect against these things that fight against unity in the church, allowing 

the Holy Spirit to do what He does in building unity in our faith family? Again, share the ideas your group 
identifies with a pastor.

5. How do we see God using the unity that the Holy Spirit has and is building at FBC St. Francisville to do His 
work of saving the lost? Spend some time celebrating and praising God for His gift of salvation!


